
Kitchener in 1898, which marked the advent of joint
British and Egyptian colonial rule that lasted until
Sudan gained its independence in 1956. 

The greater Khartoum area has experienced its
troubles internally and with the world postindepen-
dence. It is houses one of the largest refugee popula-
tions in the world, largely the result of civil wars in the
region. Oil interests have done little to help the city’s
growing problems, especially escalating poverty result-
ing from overpopulation and lack of resources. Slums
are a major problem in Khartoum. In 1998, a pharma-
ceutical company in Khartoum was bombed by the
UNITED STATES, as it was believed to have been a chemi-
cal weapons factory for terrorist groups. Khartoum has
been regarded as a center for potential terrorist activity,
though no direct evidence has been found directly link-
ing the city’s government with any terrorist organiza-
tion. 
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Kilimanjaro, Mount

A MAJESTIC ROCKY GIANT, Mount Kilimanjaro is
crowned by an icecap, impressively dominating the
scenery. Mount Kilimanjaro towers above the Masai
Steppe or the Great Rift Valley, which is believed to be
the site of the origin of humankind. Pictures that
shaped our imagination of East Africa are firmly con-
nected to Kilimanjaro. The highest mountain of Africa
is a volcanic massif situated in the territory of north-
eastern TANZANIA. The mountain consists of lava-dom-
inated shield volcanoes and has three main volcanic
centers, named Shira, Kibo, and Mawenzi. The highest
point of the Kilimanjaro at the crater Kibo is called
Uhuru Peak. At 19,340 ft (5,895 m) above sea level, it
is Africa’s highest elevation point. Mawenzi (east of
Kibo) rises to 16,896 ft (5,149 m), and Shira (west of
Kibo) to 13,000 ft (3,962 m).

Kilimanjaro is a very young volcanic massif: it
started to grow less than 1 million years ago and
ceased to grow about 450,000 to 300,000 years ago.
Volcanic activity subsequently became sporadic, and

today the inner crater of the Kibo shows only residual
activity. The last blow of ash from the Kibo could be
witnessed probably about 200 years ago. The volca-
noes of the Kilimanjaro are part of a chain of Cenozoic
volcanoes in East Africa. The major factors influencing
the volcanic activity of this area are the PLATE TECTON-
ICS of the East African Rift System (EARS), which
marks the lines along which the eastern subplate is sep-
arating from western subplate. 

Kilimanjaro rises from 2,297 ft (700 m) above sea
level to its highest peak in a relatively confined space,
which stretches from east to west about 53 mi (85 km)
and from north to south about 50 mi (80 km). It is thus
an ideal example of the geomorphologic and ecological
change in different altitudes and is characterized by a
distinctive differentiation of the natural area. Five
major vegetation zones can be found at Kilimanjaro:
the lower slopes; the tropical mist- and mountain-for-
est zone between 5,905 and 9,187 ft (1,800 to 2,800
m); the low alpine zone with heath and moorland; the
highland desert; and the summit. Fertile volcanic soils
and good climatic conditions allow a variety of crops
to grow in the Kilimanjaro region. This resulted in
manifold and diversified pre- and early-colonial agri-
cultural activities of the Chagga, the native people who
inhabit the region. The colonial and postcolonial agri-
culture focused increasingly on the industrialized pro-
duction of the cash crops banana and coffee. The
consequences subsequently led to a fundamental eco-
nomical and structural change, extensive clearings and
destruction of forest and pasture land, increasing ero-
sion, and high population growth.
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Tanzania’s Mount Kilimanjaro, at 19,340 ft (5,895 m) above sea
level, is Africa’s highest elevation point. 



Another factor with major economic and ecologi-
cal impact for the Kilimanjaro region is mountain
tourism. Hans Meyer, a German colonial geographer
and rich heir of a huge Leipzig publishing house, first
ascended the Kibo crater in 1889 and called it Kaiser-
Wilhelm-Spitze (since 1962, Uhuru Peak). Since this
first ascent of Kilimanjaro, more and more moun-
taineers have been attracted by the mountain.

Each year, almost 20,000 tourists try to ascend the
summit. Added to the high number of local guides and
porters who are hired to succeed in this endeavor, a
yearly total of more than 70,000 people climb up the
mountain through ecologically sensitive terrain. Nega-
tive side effects of the economic benefits are the in-
evitable damages to the environment, although since
the 1970s the main area of the Kilimanjaro enjoys the
status of a national park. Moreover, for reasons of
global warming, the impressive ice sheets and glaciers
of the mountain (only 10 years ago, glaciers covered
most of its summit) have been receding rapidly. More
than 80 percent of the icecap that crowned the moun-
tain when it was first thoroughly surveyed in 1912 is
now gone. If recession continues at the present rate, it
is projected that the glaciers of the Kilimanjaro, the last
glaciers of Africa, are in serious threat of vanishing in
the next 15 years.
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modernité (Presses Universitaires de Bordeaux, 2003); Imre
J. Demhardt, “Hochgebirge: Der Kilimandscharo,” Peter-
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Kiribati

Map Page 1128 Area 313
square mi (811 square km)
Population 98,549 (2004)
Capital Bairiki Highest Point
Banaba Island 243 ft (81 m)
Lowest Point 0 m GDP per
capita $800 Primary Natural
Resources phosphate (de-
pleted by 1979), copra.

THE REPUBLIC OF Kiribati consists of 33 atolls
straddling the equator and the INTERNATIONAL DATE

LINE. The country is composed of the Gilbert Islands,
the Phoenix Islands, and the Line Islands. The Gilbert
Islands are made up of 17 atolls, are home to the ma-
jority of the population, include the capital Bairiki, and
harbor the once phosphorous-rich island of Banaba.
The Phoenix Islands are composed of 8 atolls, none of
which has a permanent population. These islands were
part of a government relocation program in the 1930s
and 1940s as an answer to overcrowding on other is-
lands, yet by 1952 the plan was considered a failure.
Resurrection of a similar plan began in 1995 and may
lead to future permanent settlements. The Line Islands,
of which only three of the eight are inhabited, include
the largest of the islands, Kiritimati (CHRISTMAS IS-
LAND).

Kiritimati is the largest atoll in the world and en-
compasses approximately half of the Kiribati land-
mass. A remote country, Kiribati is primarily composed
of atolls with little variation in topography. The reefs,
flats, and lagoons surrounding the atolls are natural at-
tractions for the growing tourism industry. Global
warming issues and the resulting rising sea levels have
become a concern for the nation, as most of the coun-
try is at sea level. The climate is tropical with the po-
tential for typhoons occurring primarily from
November to March. 

The majority of the population is of Micronesian
ancestry with many of the ancestors originating from
Tonga and Fiji. English is the official language, while I-
Kiribati is widely spoken. In 1892, the British pro-
claimed the island group a British protectorate. From
1963 until 1979, the islanders were given an advisory
position in the political decisions of the nation and
gained final independence from the British on July 12,
1979. With the independence came the name change
from the Gilbert Islands to Kiribati, which is the local
translation for the Gilberts. 

This sovereign democratic republic is resided over
by a president, composed of three administrative units
that are split into six districts and 21 island councils,
and holds a parliament consisting of 42 representa-
tives. Local affairs are handled by local councils. Prior
to 1995, the islands were split by the international date
line (180 degrees longitude), but in a unilateral move,
Kiribati moved the international date line so the entire
country could share the same time zone. 

The economy is presently based on copra and fish
exports, the granting of fishing rights to foreigners, the
remittance of income from overseas workers, and in-
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